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* Square brackets give an optional scheme for vv. 4 & 5: a solo/baritone sings the melody (8vb) accompanied by humming in A, T and B.
For the repeated phrase at the end of the verse (bars 39 - 41.and 49 - 51), all voices sing quictly and the soloist is silent.
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dedicated to M.V. Artamonova

Down the River Volga

words by Sheena Phillips trad. Russian arr. Irina Walters
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1. Down the River Volga,
Down from Novgorod,
There’s a fine, fast boat
Like a speedy arrow.

2. And aboard this vessel,
This delightful craft,

There are forty-two

Brave and hearty oarsmen.

3. Now there’s one among them,
Young and handsome t00,

Who is blue and sad,

Who is grey and gloomy.

4. "Hey, my dearest brothers,
My companions, friends,

Do for me, | pray,

One last deed of kindness.

5. "Throw me down to die in
Mother Volga's arms.

There I'll drown my tears,
All my grief and longing.

6. "l would rather perish
In a wat'ry grave

Than stay here on earth
With no love to live for."
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Basses bar 2 - 3:

1. Down the Volga,
2. And on board

3. Now among them,
4. Hey, my brothers,
5. Throw me into

6. | will perish
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Basses bar 6 - 7:

1. There's a boat
2. Forty-two

3. Who is sad,

4. Do for me

5. There I'll drown
6. Not stay here
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